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IN EXILE

One theologian described Christians as always playing ‘an away game.’ As God’s people, we recognize that we are not yet home; we are
awaiting our Homecoming at the King’s return. Yet we are neither aimlessly biding time nor left alone in our waiting. There is much to do,
be, and learn as we journey between the time of Christ’s first coming and the time of his return. This conference is meant to explore the
Church’s identity, relationships, and responsibilities during this present, yet passing, evil age.
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Our uncomfortable calling as exiles—to be
neither isolated from nor absorbed into our
environment—means following the footsteps
of the Suffering Servant, confident that, even
as we are marginalized, “the Spirit of glory
and of God rests on you” (4:12-14).

As pilgrims we are purposefully and
intentionally headed somewhere. We have
been liberated and freed for the journey,
but we have neither settled nor arrived. This
message will compare and contrast being a
pilgrim with being a master, on one hand, and
a tourist, on the other.
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THE CHURCH AS NEIGHBOR
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How is the church to remain faithful to
preaching the gospel, which is an offense,
alongside the call to live in peace with all
people? Both are expressions of Christian
love. This message will explore how the
church relates to unbelieving neighbors
alongside whom it exists.

Christ “fills all in all” but the church is his
“fullness” (Eph 1.21-22). The headship of
Christ splashes upon the shores of millions of
galaxies and myriads of angelic hosts, which
bow to the dominion of Christ’s supremacy.
And yet it is the church—not the universe—
which is his body. All things are under his feet. One thing is the
apple of his eye. This message will unfold how this marvelous
reality influences how we worship and serve Christ as creator,
ruler, and redeemer.

THE CHURCH AS PERSECUTED

THE CHURCH AS CONFIDENT

joel e. kim

bradley j. bitner

What do the sufferings of the church of Christ
in the past and around the globe teach us
about the present church? This message will
explore how Christ’s church bears witness
in the midst of persecution, proclaiming the
enduring reign of God and the power of His
Word.

Despite the challenging conditions of her
exile, the Church of Christ can have great
confidence. As Christians we may be confident
that God is indeed for us in Christ even when
our circumstances tempt us to doubt God’s
favor toward us and presence with us.
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THE CHURCH
AS EXILES

DENNIS E. JOHNSON
Professor Emeritus of Practical Theology

INTRODUCTION: Exiles versus Pilgrims1
• Israel’s Exile (Deuteronomy 28:15, 63-66; Ezek. 36:17-19)
• Adam’s/Humanity’s Exile (Gen. 3:23-24)
1. The Church as Exiles: “elect exiles of the Dispersion” (1 Peter 1:1, 17; 2:11)
a. Not terrestrial geography: Not messianic Jews distant from the Promised Land
1) Their past in pagan ignorance, idolatry, sensuality (1:14–19)
2) Former companions in corruption find them “strange” (4:1–4)
3) Exiled strangers in their own hometowns
b. Profound theology: “chosen exiles of the Dispersion,” distanced from their true homeland, “an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, unfading…in heaven” (1:4-5)
2. How did we come to inherit such a glorious heavenly homeland?
a. Jesus Christ died for us, and his blood cleanses our conscience of guilt (1:2). Jesus Christ rose again
for us, and his resurrection is the source of our living hope (1:3). His death and resurrection redefine our
identity and our destiny, turning exile (no longer home) into pilgrimage (not yet home).
b. God’s Son endured exile in order to bring us home.
1) Incarnation (1:20; see Galatians 4:4-5)
2) The Suffering Servant whose exile brings us home (Isaiah 53:4-9; 1 Peter 2:21-25; 3:18)
c. The Path through Suffering to Glory
1) For Christ (1:10-11)
2) For Us (1:6-7; 5:10)
3) Verbal Abuse (2:12, 23; 3:16; 4:4, 14)
3. How should we exiles interact with the society that is no longer our home?
a. Five Negative Prohibitions
1) Do Not Be Surprised (4:12–13)
2) Do not be Ashamed (4:14-17)
3) Do not be Afraid (3:14-15)
4) Do not be Defiant (2:13-17, 18-22; 3:1-2, 14-16)
5) Do not be Conformed (1:14–16; 2:12; 3:1-2)2
b. Four Positive Commands
1) Be Hopeful (the positive side of not being afraid or ashamed) (1:3, 13, 21)
2) Be Holy (the positive side of not being conformed) (1:15-16, 22)
3) Be Reliable (the positive side of not being defiant) (2:15, 19-20; 3:17-18; 4:19; see Titus 2:10)
4) Be Loving: strenuously committed to each other as the Church (not solitary wanderers) in exile
(1:22; 4:8; 2:1)
CONCLUSION: A Second-Century Portrait of the Church in Exile, a Challenge to the 21st-Century Church
(Epistle to Diognetus)3
1
Iain M. Duguid, “Exile,” in T. Desmond Alexander, Brian S. Rosner, D. A. Carson, Graeme Goldsworthy, edd., New Dictionary of Biblical Theology (Downers Grove: IVP, 2000), 475-78 [quote from p. 475].

Ben Sixsmith, “The Sad Irony of Celebrity Pastors,” The Spectator US, December 6, 2020. Accessed Dec 20, 2020 at: https://spectator.us/sad-irony-celebrity-pastors-carl-lentz-hillsong/

2

3

Epistle to Diognetus, 5, in J. B. Lightfoot, tr. and ed., The Apostolic Fathers (1891; repr. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1956), 253-4.

THE CHURCH
AS PILGRIMS
I. Old Testament Background: Exodus and Conquest
II. Crucified, Raised, Ascended (Acts 1:1-1-26)
a. The New Exodus
b. A New Wilderness: 40 Days of Preparation
c. The New Conquest
III. In the Meantime, Jesus Opens Up a Fissure in History
IV. Conclusion
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INTRODUCTION
I. Abraham and His Neighbors
II. Israel under Moses and Its Neighbors
III. New-Covenant Christians and Our Neighbors
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CHRIST AS THE HEAD

Eph 1.22-23: The Power of God Manifested in the Exaltation of Christ
Eph 1.22 - “And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things for the church,
is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.”

which

23

A. Paul’s prayer and what he wants them to know: 1) The hope of God’s calling; 2) The riches of God’s inheritance; 3) The greatness of God’s power (which is given to them and for them)
1. Paul emphasizes and expands upon the third concern, that of power.
2. The power that raised Christ from the dead and seated him at God’s right hand, is the
same power that raised the Ephesian Christians and seated them with Christ (vv.19-20)
B. Their salvation is due to the greatness of God’s grace and to the greatness of God’s power - This power
that is at work in them and for them is lodged in Christ, who is the “head”

The Authority of Christ as “Head”
A. The New Testament addresses Christ as “head” only in his exaltation, never in his humiliation
1. Christ has attained something unique that he did not have before his resurrection
a. Christ has all authority by right of his divinity as the Son and as Creator - Col 1.15-19
b. Because Christ enters into exaltation, he is given titles and names - Php 2.9; Heb 1.3f
2. “Head” is not merely a title; it affirms Christ’s position to exercise supreme power
B. The title “head” appears in Eph. 1.22 to underline Christ’s authority and power
1. Paul chooses vocabulary (in vv.19-22) to stress this
2. v.22: “And he put all things under his feet” quotes Psalm 110 and alludes to Psalm 8

The Scope of Christ’s Authority as “Head”
Paul describes Christ’s expansive and exalted status in relation to all dimensions and all realities
1. Paul extols the height of Christ’s exaltation
2. Paul stresses the extent of Christ’s exaltation
3. Paul acclaims the realm of Christ’s exaltation

The Purpose of Christ’s Authority as “Head”
A. Christ’s rule as head over “all things” and the Church are in relationship—one of priority - Christ headship
over all things is subordinated to his purposes for the church
B. The interpretive problem: The relationship between the different words in the phrase: “and gave him as
head over all things to the church”
1. The grammatical elements: “God” as subject (v.17); “Christ” as direct object; “the church” as indirect
object, “head” as predicate accusative
2. Translation of τῇ ἐκκλησίᾳ “to the church” (ESV, KJV, NASB) or “for the church” (NIV)
a. to “give” (“δίδωμι”) may be translated “make,” “appoint,” or “install”
b. Paul uses “give” in other letters to convey the idea of purpose (i.e., the gift is given for the advantage of the recipient)
• 2Cor 10.8 - “the Lord gave [authority] for building you up”
• Gal 1.4 - Christ “gave himself for our sins to deliver us”
• Titus 2.14 - X “gave himself for us to redeem us” (cf. 1Tim 2.6)
c. This is consistent with Paul’s flow of thought in this passage (see parallel vv.19, 22)
3. Thus, we may translate the phrase: “made him head over all things for the church”
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C. Christ’s headship (seen as cosmic in scope, yet churchly in priority) merely reflects what the Old Testament teaches about God’s sovereign rule over all things for the sake of Israel
1. God reigns over all the nations, the heavens and earth, and all spiritual authorities for the sake of his
treasured possession, Israel
2. And now these same purposes operate in Christ’s headship over all things for his church
D. These words encourage believers as we look in faith to Christ who is head over all things

THE CHURCH AS BODY

“Body” in Paul is One of the Greatest Metaphors in the New Testament
A. As Metaphors “head” and “body” have distinct Meanings and Purposes
1. Distinct Meanings
a. “Head” - Authority of Christ (Eph., Col)
b. “Body” - Union of Christ and Church, and the unity of its members (Rom, 1Cor)
2. Distinct Purposes
a. “Head” - doctrine to encourage the Church
b. “Body” - doctrine to admonish the Church (to protect and practice her unity)
B. Although the metaphors are distinct, they are not separate

“Body” in Eph 1.22-23
A. Eph 1.22-23 emphasizes Christ’s preference for his church
1. “All things” are Christ’s domain, but the Church alone is his “body” and priority
2. All things are at Christ’s disposal, the Church should not fear that she lacks anything
B. Further refinement: v.23: the Church, “which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.”
1. Christ “fills all things” with his presence (Jer 23.24). Nothing escapes his sovereign rule.
2. Yet the Church is his “fullness” and is filled by him (in ways he does not fill all things)
a. He fills his Church with his truth, Spirit, gifts, grace, and blessing
b. From his fullness the Church receives grace (Jn 1.14,16), love (Eph 3.19), and the standard/end for
her growth (Eph 4.13)
3. The two types of filling reflect the two forms of Christ’s headship
a. As head over all things: power, rule, providence, and supremacy of authority
b. As head over his body: spiritual benefits, gifts, salvation, and supremacy of love
4. There is a decided priority (preference) in Christ’s headship for his body

THE CHURCH AS CHRIST’S CHERISHED BODY
A. The “Church in Exile” means we are a people in a strange land and far from home
1. It can tempt us to see ourselves as the world sees us: irrelevant, insignificant, despised
2. It may tempt us to think that we are forgotten, without purpose or resources
B. The church is Christ’s body, the particular object of his love, which he “cherishes” - Eph 5.29
1. Christ cares for his bride and “cherishes” his body: he prizes, comforts and covers her
2. The Church does not need to live in fear, intimidation or insecurity
a. In Christ, she has everything she needs for her protection, life and perfecting
b. The Church must see all things from the vantage point of her sovereign head, who looks upon
her in a way that he does not look upon any other or anything else

THE CHURCH
AS BODY (cont’d)

A. CRAIG TROXEL
Professor of Practical Theology

3. There is no comparison between Christ’s headship over all things and his Church
a. All the world is his, but the Church is his own possession
b. Christ sustains the world with life, but gives himself to sustain his body with new life
c. Christ rules all things for his glory, but causes all things to work together for our good
d. Christ loves the world by sending out the general call of Gospel, but he loves his Church
through the effectual call of his Spirt
4. We are in exile and the world is not our home, but we are not without a home or family
a. We are far from home, but our exalted head is near and in him we lack nothing.
b. We draw from a fullness that can never be emptied
c. His eye is fixed upon his body and pours into it everything it needs
d. As the church grows, it conforms to Christ—to his death, resurrection and love
C. Ultimately, all these blessings speak of Christ’s love for his church
1. Christ has demonstrated the depth and the extent of his love for his church - Christ’s love for his body
does not need metaphors. It’s seen in his death on the cross.
2. What would drive him to suffer such torment, loneliness and pain?
a. Why did the Righteous one bear the weight of our unrighteousness?
b. Why did he, who is eternally blessed, become a curse for us?
c. Why did he undergo all this? Why did he give his blood, life, body and self for us?
3. The Answer? It is because he loved us, as his body.
a. He loved us then, and he loves us still
b. Amid all things, nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ, and nothing within all
things can compare to Christ’s love for his body, the church
c. The Day is coming when all metaphors will fall away
d. That is the Day when our exile will end and the eternal day will begin—in the presence of the
one who is “making all things new”
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Introduction
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something
strange were happening to you. But rejoice in so far as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed (1 Peter 4:12-13; cf. 4:12-19)
On its way home, the church in exile will suffer and be persecuted.

Inevitability of Persecution
A. Frequency of “to suffer” and “suffering” in 1 Peter
B. J. N. D. Kelly – “Running through the whole letter, sometimes overtly expressed but never far below the
surface and giving point to the writer’s reiterated appeal to Christ’s sufferings as a precedent and a ground
for confidence, is the assumption that the recipients are being, or any moment are liable to be, subjected to
trails and persecutions.”1
C. Persecutions were promised by the Lord and other apostles.
1. John 15:20
2. Matthew 10:16-18
3. 2 Timothy 3:10-12
4. 1 John 1:13
D. Believers who live under the cross will inevitably be led to the cross if they remain faithful.

Pervasiveness of Persecution
A. Consequences of following Christ in the first-century – 1 Peter 5:9.
B. What sufferings “as a Christian” does Peter have in mind?
1. Slander and verbal abuse
2. Physical abuse
3. Legal challenges – See 1Pet 3:14b-16
4. Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, 5.1.5
C. Simply put, for those in the first-century and many around the world presently, following Jesus Christ
came and comes with a cost.

Meaningfulness of Persecution
A. Yet, for Christians, persecutions do not produce fear but hope. Why? Because persecutions are meaningful.
B. How are persecutions meaningful?
1. Because God is in charge of all things (cf. 1Pet 4:19)
2. Because of the suffering of Christ (cf. 1Pet 2:21)
3. Because of the presence of God (cf. 1Pet 4:24)
4. Because they produce hope (cf. 1Pet 5:10)
C. History has shown that God does his best work in the midst of weakness, suffering, and persecution.

Conclusion
1

J. N. D Kelly, A Commentary on the Epistles of Peter and of Jude (HNTC; New York: Harper & Row, 1969), 5.
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ROMANS 8:31-39
I. Introduction
What does the Lord promise us as we enter 2021? And what doesn’t he promise?
II. God is for us
• The question of Rom 8:31a- it’s not rhetorical!
• Confidence and comfort: If God is for us, who can be against us?
III. How can we have further confidence that God is for us?
A series of further questions opens doors for us into rooms. These rooms are filled with glorious, encouraging, Gospel truths:
• Room 1 (v. 32) – The Gift of God
• Room 2 (vv. 33-34) – The Verdict of God
• Room 3 (vv. 35-39) – The Love of God
IV. The circumstances of life and death in 2021
• So, what then shall we – as the Church in exile – say to these things?
• God is for us and nothing can separate us from his love in Christ Jesus our Lord

