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WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH

CHAPTER X
Of Effectual Calling

I. All those whom God hath predestinated unto life, and those only, he is pleased,
in his appointed and accepted time, effectually to call, by his Word and Spirit, out
of that state of sin and death, in which they are by nature, to grace and salvation,
by Jesus Christ; enlightening their minds spiritually and savingly to understand
the things of God, taking away their heart of stone, and giving unto them a heart
of flesh; renewing their wills, and, by his almighty power, determining them to
that which is good, and effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ: yet so, as they
come most freely, being made willing by his grace. 
II. This effectual call is of God’s free and special grace alone, not from anything
at all foreseen in man, who is altogether passive therein, until, being quickened
and renewed by the Holy Spirit, he is thereby enabled to answer this call, and to
embrace the grace offered and conveyed in it.
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WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH

CHAPTER XXVII
Of the Sacraments

II. There is, in every sacrament, a spiritual relation, or sacramental union, between
the sign and the thing signified: whence it comes to pass, that the names and
effects of the one are attributed to the other. 
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WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH

CHAPTER I
Of the Holy Scripture

VIII. The Old Testament in Hebrew (which was the native language of the people
of God of old), and the New Testament in Greek (which, at the time of the writing
of it, was most generally known to the nations), being immediately inspired by
God, and, by his singular care and providence, kept pure in all ages, are therefore
authentical; so as, in all controversies of religion, the church is finally to appeal
unto them. But, because these original tongues are not known to all the people of
God, who have right unto, and interest in the Scriptures, and are commanded, in
the fear of God, to read and search them, therefore they are to be translated into
the vulgar language of every nation unto which they come, that, the Word of God
dwelling plentifully in all, they may worship him in an acceptable manner; and,
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, may have hope. 
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WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH

CHAPTER XI
Of Justification

II. Faith, thus receiving and resting on Christ and his righteousness, is the alone
instrument of justification: yet is it not alone in the person justified, but is ever
accompanied with all other saving graces, and is no dead faith, but worketh by
love. 
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WESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM

Q. 87. What is repentance unto life?
A. Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of
his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ, doth, with grief and
hatred of his sin, turn from it unto God, with full purpose of, and endeavor after,
new obedience. 
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WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH

CHAPTER XIV
Of Saving Faith

II. By this faith, a Christian believeth to be true whatsoever is revealed in the
Word, for the authority of God himself speaking therein; and acteth differently
upon that which each particular passage thereof containeth; yielding obedience to
the commands, trembling at the threatenings, and embracing the promises of God
for this life, and that which is to come. But the principal acts of saving faith are
accepting, receiving, and resting upon Christ alone for justification, sanctification,
and eternal life, by virtue of the covenant of grace. 
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The Heidelberg Catechism (1563)

Answer 21:

LATIN: certa fiducia

GERMAN: ein hertzliches vertrauen

DUTCH: een seker vertrouwen

ENGLISH: a deep-rooted assuance [CRC, 1979]

A hearty trust [RCUS]
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The Heidelberg Catechism (1563)

Third Part: Man’s Gratitude
 

Lord’s Day 32
 
86. Since then we are redeemed from our misery by grace through Christ, without any merit
of ours, why must we do good works? 
Because Christ, having redeemed us by His blood, renews us also by His Holy Spirit after
His own image, that with our whole life we may show ourselves thankful to God for His
blessings,1 and that He may be glorified through us;2 then also, that we ourselves may be
assured of our faith by its fruits,3 and by our godly walk may win others also to Christ.4 

1 Rom 6:13, 12:1-2; 1 Pt 2:5-10; 2 Mt 5:16; 1 Cor 6:19-20; 3 Mt 7:17-18; Gal 5:22-24; 2 Pt
1:10-11; 4 Mt 5:14-16; Rom 14:17-19; 1 Pt 2:12, 3:1-2
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“Only he who considers the simul peccator et Justus an objective situation of the
believers in which there is no place for the gratia interna… can consider the syllogismus
practicus a contradiction of the sola fide.”

Berkouwer, Divine Election.  P. 302
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The Heidelberg Catechism (1563)

Lord’s Day 23
 
59. But how does it help you now that you believe all this? 
That I am righteous in Christ before God, and an heir of eternal life.1 
1 Hab 2:4; Jn 3:36; Rom 1:17, 5:1-2
 
60. How are you righteous before God? 
Only by true faith in Jesus Christ;1 that is, although my conscience accuses me that I have
grievously sinned against all the commandments of God, have never kept any of them,2 and
that I am still inclined always to all evil,3 yet God, without any merit of my own,4 out of mere
grace,5 imputes to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness and holiness of Christ,6 as if I
had never had nor committed any sin, and as if I had myself accomplished all the obedience
which Christ has fulfilled for me,7 if only I accept this gift with a believing heart.8 
1 Rom 3:21-28; Gal 2:16; Eph 2:8-9; Php 3:8-11; 2 Rom 3:9-10; 3 Rom 7:23; 4 Deut 9:6; Ezek
36:22; Tit 3:4-5; 5 Rom 3:24; Eph 2:8; 6 Rom 4:3-5; 2 Cor 5:17-19; 1 Jn 2:1-2; 7 Rom 4:24-25;
2 Cor 5:21; 8 Jn 3:18; Acts 16:30-31; Rom 3:22 
 
61. Why do you say that you are righteous only by faith? 
Not that I am acceptable to God on account of the worthiness of my faith; for only the
satisfaction, righteousness and holiness of Christ is my righteousness before God,1 and I can
receive this righteousness and make it my own only by faith.2 
1 1 Cor 1:30-31, 2:2; 2 Rom 10:10; 1 Jn 5:10-12
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WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH

CHAPTER XI
Of Justification

III. Christ, by his obedience and death, did fully discharge the debt of all those
that are thus justified, and did make a proper, real, and full satisfaction to his
Father’s justice in their behalf. Yet, inasmuch as he was given by the Father for
them; and his obedience and satisfaction accepted in their stead; and both, freely,
not for anything in them; their justification is only of free grace; that both the
exact justice and rich grace of God might be glorified in the justification of
sinners. 
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ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF SACRAMENT
Pierre Marcel

1. Instituted by Christ
2. Perpetual (1 Cor. 11:26
3. Signs – visible expression of an invisible grace (Lombard)
4. Seals (Rom. 4:11, Eph. 1:13, Eph. 4:30
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WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH

CHAPTER XXVII
Of the Sacraments

III. The grace which is exhibited in or by the sacraments rightly used, is not
conferred by any power in them; neither doth the efficacy of a sacrament depend
upon the piety or intention of him that doth administer it: but upon the work of the
Spirit, and the word of institution, which contains, together with a precept
authorizing the use thereof, a promise of benefit to worthy receivers. 
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WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH

CHAPTER XIX
Of the Law of God

III. Beside this law, commonly called moral, God was pleased to give to the
people of Israel, as a church under age, ceremonial laws, containing several
typical ordinances, partly of worship, prefiguring Christ, his graces, actions,
sufferings, and benefits; and partly, holding forth divers instructions of moral
duties. All which ceremonial laws are now abrogated, under the new testament. 

IV. To them also, as a body politic, he gave sundry judicial laws, which expired
together with the State of that people; not obliging any other now, further than the
general equity thereof may require. 
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THE BLESSINGS OF THE COVENANT OF GRACE
SIGNIFIED BY BAPTISM

Murray

1. Union with Christ in his death, burial, and resurrection.

2. Union with the three persons of the Trinity

3. Purification from the defilement of sin (regeneration).

4. Purification from the guilt of sin (forgiveness).
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WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH

CHAPTER XXVIII
Of Baptism

V. Although it be a great sin to contemn or neglect this ordinance, yet grace and
salvation are not so inseparably annexed unto it, as that no person can be
regenerated, or saved, without it; or, that all that are baptized are undoubtedly
regenerated. 



119

WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH

CHAPTER XXVII
Of the Sacraments

II. There is, in every sacrament, a spiritual relation, or sacramental union, between the
sign and the thing signified: whence it comes to pass, that the names and effects of the
one are attributed to the other.
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DEFINATION OF POSTMILLENNIALISM
Given by Kenneth L. Gentry Jr. in

Three Views on the Millennium and Beyond (Zondervan, 1999)

Postmillennialism expects the proclaiming of the Spirit-blessed gospel of Jesus Christ to
win the vast majority of men to salvation in the present age. Increasing gospel success
wil gradually produce a time in history prior to Christ’s return in which faith,
righteousness, peace, and prosperity will prevail llin the affairs of men and of nations.
After an extensive era of such conditions the Lord will return visibly, bodily, and in great
glory, ending history with the general resurrection and the great judgement of all men.
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